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Oceania regional sub-group to develop a Ramsar Regional Initiative
Terms of Reference
· A sub-group of the Oceania region will be established based on the decision of the Oceania regional Contracting Parties to the Convention on Wetlands.
· The Purpose of the sub-group will be to identify, prepare, and manage the submission of a proposal for a Ramsar Regional Initiative (RRI) to be established in the Oceania region. The deadline to apply for the call for RRIs is 4 August 2026. 
· The sub-group will coordinate the proposal development process, ensuring that key updates are presented to Oceania regional meetings, as required, for decisions and guidance on direction.
· The sub-group will initially include interested Oceania Contracting Parties, SPREP and the Secretariat for the Convention on Wetlands, with relevant non-state actors, NGOs, Pacific non-Parties able to join on agreement of the Contracting Parties.
· The sub-group will meet online and determine its meeting schedule, roles, and responsibilities at its first meeting.
· Any member of the sub-group can raise matters and actions for the sub-group to consider.
· The sub-group will cease at the conclusion of the RRI process. The deadline to apply for the call for RRIs is 4 August 2026, with a decision to be expected at Standing Committee 68 (SC68).
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