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File:  CONV_2/4/12                                                     TO:  
 
Date:  17 March 2026 
 
Circular:   26/18 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Invitation to attend the PSIDS Access and Benefit- Sharing (ABS) Workshop from 28th 

– 30th April in Suva 
 
Dear Members, 
 
We are pleased to invite you or a nominated representative to participate in the PSIDS Capacity-Build-
ing Workshop on Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS), to be held 28th – 30th April 2026 in Suva, Fiji. 
 
This three-day workshop is co-organized by ABSint (3BIO), the University of the South Pacific (USP), 
the Office of the Pacific Ocean Commissioner (OPOC), Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme (SPREP) in collaboration with the University of New South Wales (UNSW), and other part-
ners, funded by EU's BlueRemediomics consortium. 
 
The event aims to strengthen regional understanding and implementation of the Nagoya Protocol on 
Access and Benefit-Sharing, with a focus on: 

• Providing hands-on exposure to scientific workflows and ABS-related bioinformatics 

• Building practical capacity among Competent National Authorities (CNAs) and National Focal 

Points (NFPs) 

• Enhancing regional cooperation on data sovereignty, clearing-house mechanisms (CHMs), and 

benefit-sharing frameworks 

• Fostering dialogue between scientists, regulators, and communities 

• The workshop will combine expert presentations, field-based learning, and interactive negoti-

ation exercises designed for the PSIDS region. 

Dates: 28th – 30th April 2026 
Venue: Holiday Inn, Suva, Fiji 
Pre-Workshop Webinar: An online “ABS Bootcamp” will be held in a week before the date to provide 
foundational orientation for attendees. 
 
Travel & Support: Travel support will be available for designated government representatives and 
regional participants. Further details will follow once confirmations are received. 
 
We kindly request that you confirm your participation by RSVP here.  Or send the nomination details 
to linad@sprep.org and amelia.westmoreland@3bio.eu, copy in monifaf@sprep.org and joape.gi-
nigini@usp.ac. Please send in names or RSVP by 31 March 2026.  
 
Formal logistical details, including travel guidance, background materials, and the final agenda, will be 
shared following confirmation. 

SPREP National Focal Points for 
Nagoya Protocol; Cook Islands, 
Federated States of Micronesia, 
Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Palau, Pa-
pua New Guinea, Republic of 
Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solo-
mon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Va-
nuatu 
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Your participation will contribute significantly to strengthening Pacific regional capacity in ABS imple-
mentation and to preparing for upcoming international developments, including the first Conference 
of the Parties to the BBNJ Agreement. 
 
We look forward to your engagement in this collaborative regional initiative. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Easter Chu Shing 
Acting Director General  
 
ECS/LD/ma 
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